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7 itarech 1953

UBFORANDUM FOR THE REGORD

SUBJICT:  Chromological History with Respect to “lamning
for the Death of Stalin,

1. Offieial interest was msnifested ip this subject upun the
publieation of an article by a ¥r, %eott called "Death In The Fanil,™® »
in January of 1951,

2 Yr, "hillise of the Departzent of State forsulated an ad

hoe interdepartssntal group to study this problem and evolve some
basic papers,

3. IT&ML@TG srepared within the Agengy in i
known ea (subsequent to the desth) asd
plan for iqsimataﬁm o0 an exergency basls,

vy af 1951

a crash

hy The eommittee reacted 3 point where it fell that it needed
a thorough~going intelligence annex prepsred in Governcent, which
would provide a basis and suthorily for the reacusended actions,

5o On duly 11, 1951, F was a.proacied Lo include on its
dogkets an intelligence estimate for thim subjeecl,

6. Sinoce the docket was oveverowded, lie 54 . ,

3 e LR Qﬂﬁ,{}l’&x ST -

o soomdinte oould better be rupared sutside of Govern:ent
aocor@ingly [ | took on the responsibiliLy of o 6g

peper on this mbject. ¥ oL preparisg &

?t "3!! %W ﬁ‘ 19;;13 ?ﬁr‘_ 3’»}1‘&”311 e !’Jf SO TR :
Hr. Pulle=t vigws ss to whether fursal ya.gﬁng s%waldag;:%;ia&
on th.i.n 1%; ¥r, Milles! reply indicated tisb it was Lae opinion
of this igency that sufficient intelligence was aveilabls o enavle
a mtimxing Melep;:em of this subject, ard he recsacesded that
PSB be charged with stoering this particular study,

8. A ©3B panal of interdepartuental resressntati sot
‘:ﬁdm lbiﬁl m GI& mﬁ&*ﬁm | m t‘ Wa wan

- QEnm
e 3&@‘“&5]. LN
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9. Tz panel sroduced on 4April 16, 1952, a plan callaai:l
This plan was cireulated for cowmuis in Jovernment and was not well
rossived within the Department of “tate., It was never formally sub-
sitted ko the PS8, It ingluded for background the previeus thinking
that had been prepared on } these plans having
been vade svailable o the panel for the drafting of | ]

18, In the next 3 months, nothing definitive wsoe accomplished
on this matier, 25X1A

11. On Jume 30, 1752, completed anc clreulated its mtudy.

12, In early August 1952, drl - =2 took the initistive
for resumlng wark on thiz  robles and called a weeting igf |
[ 1 office to revier the problas, assess ths bagkground data, and

ditewrmine the next clep, 25X1A
13, On 15 August 1952, W, lof »e% et with =i, 70,
PP snd PYD representatives in CI4, and ashed 1f we would take steps Lo

yeview and mlmm & ztafl study on this sroblem. This seeting appointed
| gs the ateering nmanber,

. 1ke In Yeptember 1952, the ™72 was forally asked to take cogni-
sance of this proble: :nd endorse the development of a paper on this
subject, which it did,

15, In Ostober, an Mgeney ad hwe task force was created with 7,
PID, PPC and R representalives In accordance with the August mseting
and the formal 7SB authority of September,

16, On Ogtober 30th, the rod forwaily ajproved the terss of rofe-
erence and general asproagh for Uiw underiaking of this waiter, stipu-
lating 5 eleaents Lo be considered. igencies and departcents desige
peted *representatives as points of contact”,

17+ By mid-November, the Ageicy task force had gonpleted, circu-
lated, and received inforual commonts and re-drafted a serles of .agers
on t-ms smbjeot mown as addition, it compiled 2 bLibliow
' 25X1A

18. A copy was farnished to ''r. [ |of 738 end shomm to the
Defense and State points of eontact.

19, At this point, the CI2 task forpe felt ii had reached an ares
of return wntil the interim zuldance called for im Faragrach
6 (&) of PSB D 2k could be complaeted, This .articular developnent was
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under the purview of the “late representative.

20, The views of the Stats representalive were formulated, coore
dinated in State, md distriduted ("B D 24/1) on Jamuary 19th to the
departsents and ageneles stipulating that there were 3 courses of ace
tion open in the svent of & sudden death, and that a plan be dev:sloned
along the lines of the 3rd aliemetive, ’

21, On 6 Pebruary, CIA formally concurred in the 3rd slternative,
as did Defense.

22, in 27 Februsry, CIf furndshed additional views inforsmelly to
Hr, Comstogk, the P20 ataff representative, with respect to congepis
believed aporopriste to the plan (L points;.

3. ™ 3 M, word was received of the impending death of Ztalin

and & 7333 a conferencs transpired. Tt 1s our wnderstand-
ing taat ¥r, af o998 did confer with ¥r. Cs D¢ Jackaon ~f
the Mitte House an agreezent in Joverncent as to the ayproach and

pattern to follow in this esergency (3rd alternative of 173 p 2L/1).
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